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PEDAGOGICAL PLANNING  

BROAD AREA OF LEARNING: CITIZENSHIP AND COMMUNITY LIFE
Focus of development: involvement in action in a spirit of cooperation and solidarity

CROSS-CURRICULAR COMPETENCY: COMMUNICATION-RELATED COMPETENCY
Competency: To communicate appropriately

Title: My first English class in English
Description: The students experience their first English class in English through activities and strategies that 

lead them to the closure activity, Let’s play teacher.
Cycle 2: Elementary 3      
Duration: 2-3 periods  

PROGRAM OF STUDY: ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Competency To interact orally in English
Key Features ➣ The student reacts to messages using strategies

➣ The student takes the initiative to transmit oral messages using strategies

Communication-related competencies ESL competencies   

Evaluation 
criteria Competency: To communicate appropriately Competency 1:

➣ Use of appropriate symbols or vocabulary ➣ Use of functional language
➣ Participation in exchanges

Means of ➣ I Can Speak English self-evaluation sheet 
evaluation ➣ Moment of reflection and sharing as a whole group on the strategies the students 

used to do their first English class in English   

Materials ➣ Invitation card
needed ➣ Posters/sheets/cards with useful expressions and words to support oral interaction

➣ I Can Speak English self-evaluation sheet
➣ Construction paper
➣ Felt pens
➣ Calendar
➣ Live Actions sheet
➣ Live Actions homework sheet
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY

Step 1: Preparing for the activity

Step 2: Carrying out the activity

Role of the students

➣ The students pay close attention so that they can
respond appropriately when it is their turn to get
the construction paper and felt pen. The students
can refer to the various thank-you expressions
displayed or written on the blackboard, when
needed. 

Role of the teacher

➣ Option 1: The teacher makes sure that he or she
has the necessary construction paper and felt
pens to prepare an identification card for the 
students. The students will have to write their
names in large letters in a specific place on the
construction paper. 

➣ Option 2: The teacher already has the names of
his or her students printed in boldface and glues
them in the appropriate space on the construction
paper.

➣ The teacher writes on the blackboard or puts up
posters with various ways to thank people in
English: “Thank you!” “Thank you very much!”
“Thanks a lot!” “Thanks.”, etc.

➣ Option 1: The teacher gives each student a piece
of construction paper and a felt pen, and invites
each one to thank him or her accordingly by  
saying “Thank you.”

Example:
- Teacher: Come here./Here you are./This is for you.
- Student: Thank you.

(The teacher holds the construction paper until the
student has properly thanked him/her in English.
The teacher assists the student by showing the
appropriate expressions to use or by whispering
suggestions if the student is shy or has difficulty
pronouncing the expressions.)

Activity 2

Role of the students

➣ Guided by the teacher and with the help of visual
support, the students show their understanding of
the teacher’s greeting by using the appropriate
response: “Good morning Ms...” They are then
invited to greet the teacher. 

Role of the teacher

➣ At the beginning of the class, the teacher greets
the students: “Hi” “Hello” “Good morning/
afternoon“  By referring to the visual support, 
he or she asks the students to greet him or her 
in English.

Activity 1

Role of the students

➣ The students receive a special invitation from their
English teacher before their first English class. 

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher prepares a special invitation and
sends it to every student before the first English
class. The invitation can be mailed to the students
or given out by their homeroom teachers.
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Role of the students

➣ The students react to action words by imitating the
teacher’s gestures and by miming what the
teacher says. 

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher mentions and mimes popular action
words (e.g. come, go, stand up, sit down, write,
look up, look down, look at me, climb, fall, jump,
run) and invites the students to mimic the action
words he mentions and mimes.

Activity 3

Role of the students  

➣ The students watch and listen to the explanations
provided on how to fold the construction paper 
correctly and do so when asked. When the work
has been completed, they answer in English using
the suggested expressions which are written on
the board.

➣ The students watch and listen to the explanations
to find out where to write their name and do so
when asked by the teacher. When the work has
been completed, they answer in English using the
suggested expressions which are written on the
board.

➣ The students watch and listen to the explanations
to find out where to glue their name and do so
when asked by the teacher. When the work has
been completed, they answer in English using the
suggested expressions which are written on the
board.

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher models the way to fold the 
construction paper so that it stands on the desk. 

Example:Fold it into three sections lengthwise.
- Teacher: Hold your paper like this. Put it flat on your

desk. Now stop and watch me. Look. Fold
your paper like this. Do it. Stop. Who’s
finished?

- Student: Me./I’m finished. (The teacher writes the
responses on the blackboard and invites the
students to respond.)

- Teacher: Look again. Now fold it like this. Do it. Stop.
Who’s finished?

- Student: Me./I’m finished. 
- Teacher: Put it on your desk.

➣ The teacher writes his or her name in the middle
section of the folded paper using a felt pen while
the students watch. The students are then asked
to do the same.

Example: 
- Teacher: Look. 

Now it’s your turn. Write your name. 
Who’s finished?

- Student: Me./I’m finished.
- Teacher: Put it on your desk,  please.

➣ Option 2: The teacher glues his or her name on
the middle section of the folded paper while the
students watch. The students are then asked to do
the same.

Example: 
- Teacher: Look. Now it’s your turn. Glue your name.

Who’s finished?
- Student: Me./I’m finished. 
- Teacher: Put it on your desk, please.

Activity 2 (cont.)

Step 2: Carrying out the activity (cont.)
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Role of the students

➣ The students inform the teacher that they want 
to hand out papers through verbal reactions 
(Me/I can/Yes) or nonverbal ones (raising hands).

➣ The students write their names on the special
sheet I can speak English and, when completed,
provide verbal responses to that effect using
expressions such as “Me/I’m finished.”

➣ The students observe the teacher, try to 
understand the questions, and answer them 
with “Yes or No.” 

➣ The students give the teacher verbal and 
nonverbal responses.

Activity 4

Step 2: Carrying out the activity (cont.)

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher goes over the strategies that the 
students should use to function only in English
throughout the class period and reminds them
that they will receive a special piece of paper on
which they will have to indicate if they were able
to speak only English during the period. 

➣ The teacher gets the students to hand out the 
I can speak English sheet. The students will use
this paper again at the end of the class period for
their self-evaluation of the challenge: speaking
English in class. 

Example:
- Teacher: I have some papers. Who wants to hand

out the papers? Can you hand out the
papers for me? 

- Student: Me/Yes/Please.
- Teacher: Okay, thank you/thanks a lot/thanks...

➣ The teacher invites the students to write their
names on the I can speak English sheet by
showing them where to write it and by referring to
the identification card, if necessary.

Example:
- Teacher: Write your name here, please. 

Who’s finished?
- Student: Me/I’m finished.

➣ With the use of a calendar, the teacher indicates
to the students that he or she wants to know
which day of the week it is and, afterwards, lets
them write it on the I can speak English sheet.

Example:
- Teacher: Is today Sunday?
- Student: No.
- Teacher: Is today Monday?
- Student: No.
-  ...
- Teacher: Is today Friday?
- Student: Yes.

➣ Afterwards, the teacher gets the complete date
with the help of the students (the month, date
and year).

Example:
- Teacher: Is it the month of September?/

Is it September?
- Student: No.
- Teacher: Is it the month of October?/Is it October?
- Student: No.
- Teacher: Is it the month of August?/Is it August?
- Student: Yes.

(The teacher continues to interact with the 
students in order to get the date and then
the year, all in English.) 
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Step 3: Assimilation/transfer of learning (end of second period)

Role of the students

➣ Each student assesses his or her  own perform-
ance in meeting the “I speak English during the
English class” challenge and writes the results on
the I can speak English sheet.

➣ Toward the end of class, the students, along with
the teacher, go over and review the strategies that
have helped them to successfully “live” the first
English classes in English (this step is carried out
in French). 

Role of the teacher

➣ Toward the end of the period, the teacher takes a
few moments to invite the students to assess their
own performance in meeting the “I speak English
during the English class” challenge. This self-eval-
uation is written on the I can speak English sheet.

➣ Then, the teacher, along with the students as a
whole group, reviews the strategies that have
helped them to successfully “live” their first English
classes in English. This exchange serves to make
the most effective strategies available to all the
students. This is essential for the development of
good second language learners (this step is 
carried out in French).

Role of the students

➣ The students watch and try to understand how the
game Let’s play teacher is played because they
will have to play it with another student in a few
moments. 

➣ The students find a partner by asking other 
students “Do you want to be my partner?” /
“Do you want to work with me?”

➣ In pairs, students give one another action words to
carry out the Let’s play teacher game. 

Closure Activity
Let’s play teacher

Step 2: Carrying out the activity (cont.)

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher picks a volunteer to model the 
Let’s play teacher game with him or her.

➣ The teacher uses this time to introduce the
expressions “It’s my turn./It’s your turn./Listen./
No, look at me./Can you repeat?/Good!/Super!/
Terrific!,” while modelling the game. (The teacher
displays these expressions so that they can be
clearly seen by all the students when they have
to repeat the exercise with another student.)

➣ The teacher asks the students to pair up 
(Find a partner, “Do you want to be my partner?”/ 
“Do you want to work with me?) and asks them
to use the action words during the Let’s play
teacher game. The first student plays the teacher
for approximately two minutes. When the signal
is given, the roles are reversed. 

Evaluation during the learning process:
The teacher observes how the activity progress-
es and tries to notice who is succeeding and who
is having difficulties. The teacher spontaneously
assists students based on what he or she sees.
Furthermore, the teacher takes time to note
whether certain students are having difficulties
collaborating with others. This information will be
very useful in providing relevant contributions
during the assimilation-transfer of the learning
step at the end of the class period.  
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Transfer of learning in similar contexts

Transfer of learning in different contexts

The teacher and students will benefit from applying previously learned action words and expressions in follow-up
activities. The students will also benefit from reusing strategies that were identified as effective during the learning
process. With time, they will become more autonomous in using them to effectively understand and interact in English.  

ANALYSIS OF WHAT TOOK PLACE

Role of the students

➣ The students play Simon says with the teacher
and then among themselves in a large group or in
teams of four.

➣ The students create a card bank for a memory
game. The students are asked to prepare cards
having either a written action word or its corre-
sponding illustration (drawing). When the bank has
been completed, the students, in pairs or teams,
place the cards face down and pick two at a time
in order to find the matching action word/illustra-
tion pair. If they succeed, they can try to match
more cards. The student who has the most pairs
wins the memory game.

➣ For homework, the students are given a sheet of
paper containing a bank of action words and illus-
trations of action words. Using a pen or pencil,
they have to associate in writing an action word
with its corresponding illustration. Once this is
done, he/she can play Let’s play teacher with a
friend or family member.

Role of the teacher

➣ The teacher plays Simon says with the students
then the students play among themselves in a
large group or in teams of four. 

➣ The teacher proposes to create a card bank made
up of cards having either an action word or an
illustration (drawing) of an action word. This card
bank will eventually be used in a memory game for
student pairs or teams.

➣ For homework, the teacher gives the students a
sheet where action words and their corresponding
illustrations are reproduced. Using a pen or pencil,
the student has to write the word under the right
action word. Once this is done, he/she can play
Let’s play teacher with a friend or family member.

➣ The choice and use of the visual support

➣ The effect of the activities on the fun of interacting in English

➣ Attitudes during activities in groups or pairs

➣ The appropriateness of the cross-curricular competency and the  broad area of learning 
favoured in this learning process

➣ The appropriateness of the strategies targeted

➣ Meeting the challenge of living his/her first English classes in English

➣ Meeting the challenge of giving the first English classes in English (the teacher as a model)

➣ Possibilities of having reinvestment situations
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come go climb

Live Actions!

fall jump crawl

look up look down run

walk sit down stand up

Name: _________________________
Group:_________
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Name: _________________________
Group:_________ Live Actions!

Write the verb under the picture.

________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

look up

crawl

come

stand up

look down

jump

go

sit down

climb

run

fall

walk
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✂

✂

Hello ! I will be waiting for you.

So get ready for... 
... lots of English
... lots of work

... and lots of fun!

Your English teacher

Hello ! I will be waiting for you.

So get ready for... 
... lots of English
... lots of work

... and lots of fun!

Your English teacher
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I Can Speak English

Name: _________________________
Grade:_________

DATE A little A lot No French today

(✔ ) (✔ ) (✔ )
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Blah
Blah blah
blah...


